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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  AN   ACT  TO  ASSIST   TOWNS   WHICH   ARE   NEWLY  ADMITTED   TO   AN   EXISTING 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

By  adding  a  new  section  to  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  the  School  Building 
Assistance  law,  this  legislation  would  provide  state  assistance  to  a  community 
based  upon  the  costs  associated  with  joining  an  existing  regional  school  district. 
The  Board  of  Education  will  determine  the  admission  price  by  considering  the  cost  of 
constructing  and  originally  equipping  the  regional  school  building,  including  any 
additions,  and  the  interest  charged.  Five  percent  of  those  construction  costs  will  be 
allowed  for  maintenance  and  other  capital  costs.  The  manner  in  which  the  regional 
school  district  would  receive  the  assistance  money  will  be  covered  in  the  regional 
school  district  agreement. 

2.  AN   ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  TRANSPORTATION   OF  PERSONS  ATTENDING 
CERTAIN   FACILITIES   OF  THE  DEPARTMENT   OF   MENTAL  HEALTH 

Currently,  under  Sections  27  and  28  of  Chapter  19  of  the  General  Laws,  local 
school  departments  are  responsible  for  the  transportation  costs  of  certain  mentally 
retarded  persons  who  are  attending  facilities  approved  by  the  Department  of  Mental 
Health.  Any  city  or  town  whose  school  system  pays  for  the  transportation  required 
under  this  section  is  reimbursed  by  the  Department  of  Education  for  one  half  of  the 
cost  of  transporting  a  retarded  child  (i.e.,  under  18)  and  for  the  full  cost  of  trans- 
porting a  retarded  adult  (i.e.,  18  or  older)  to  and  from  such  a  facility.  This  legisla- 
tion transfers  the  financial  responsibility  for  the  transportation  costs  of  these  in- 
dividuals to  the  Department  of  Mental  Health.  A  specific  exclusion  is  included  for 
persons  receiving  services  under  Chapter  71 B  of  the  General  Laws. 

3.  AN   ACT  FURTHER  REGULATING   INSTRUCTION   IN   PHYSICAL  EDUCATION   IN 
THE   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   OF   THE   COMMONWEALTH 

Section  3  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  requires  that  physical  education  be 
provided  daily  for  all  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  The  daily  requirement  has 
proven  to  be  unrealistic  and  costly  for  many  schools  systems  resulting  in  varying 
degrees  of  compliance  with  the  law.  Under  this  amendment,  physical  education 
would  remain  as  a  required  course  although  the  scheduling  of  the  classes  would  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  local  school  committee. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-NINE 


1.      AN   ACT    TO   ASSIST    TOWNS  WHICH   ARE    NEWLY    ADMITTED   TO  AN 
EXISTING   REGIONAL    SCHOOL    DISTRICT 


SECT  ION  1 .    Chapter  645  of  the  acts  of  1948,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  564  of  the  acts  of  1978,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  inserting  after 
section  9A  the  following  section:— 

SECTION  96.  Any  town  which  is  newly  admitted  to  a  regional  school  district 
by  an  amendment  to  the  agreement  for  the  establishment  of  such  district  shall  be 
reimbursed  in  part  by  the  board  of  education,  hereinafter  referred  to  in  this  section 
as  the  board,  for  the  amount  which  such  town  is  required  to  pay  for  such  admission 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section.  The  board  shall  first  determine  the  maximum 
amount  which  such  town  shall  pay  for  such  admission  in  the  following  manner: 
(1)   The  board  shall  determine  the  cost  of  constructing  and  originally  equipping  the 
regional  school  building,  including  the  cost  of  any  addition  constructed  thereto. 
Included  in  such  cost  shall  be  (a)  the  cost  of  construction,  either  under  this 
chapter  or  as  determined  by  the  board,  or  the  most  recent  estimated  cost  of  con- 
struction in  the  case  where  no  such  final  cost  of  construction  has  been  determined 
and  (b)  other  capital  and  maintenance  costs  not  to  exceed  five  per  cent  of  the  costs 
in  (a)   above  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  board,  and  (c)  the  interest  costs  incurred 
on  account  of  borrowing  for  the  purpose  of  financing  said  school  construction.  Upon 
the  determination  of  the  above  sum,  the  board  shall  deduct  the  amount  of  state  aid 
paid  to  the  regional  school  district  on  account  of  such  construction  and  other 
capital  costs.  (2)  The  board  shall  then  determine  the  cost  per  student  of  such  con- 
struction and  other  capital  costs  by  dividing  the  cost  figure  arrived  at  in  (1)  by  the 
number  of  students  the  buildings  and  additions,  if  any,  can  safely  and  adequately 
accommodate  as  determined  by  the  board.  (3)  The  board  shall  then  determine  the 


number  of  new  students  to  be  accommodated  because  of  the  admission  of  the  new 
member  town  and  that  number,  multiplied  by  the  cost  per  student  arrived  at  in  (2), 
shall  comprise  the  maximum  approvable  amount  which  may  be  required  for  member- 
ship. 

Such  amount  as  determined  by  the  board,  or  a  lesser  amount,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
regional  school  district  by  the  new  member  town  in  equal  annual  payments  made  over 
a  period  not  to  exceed  twenty  years  as  specified  in  the  amendment  to  the  regional 
school  district  agreement  by  which  the  new  member  town  was  admitted  to  the  regional 
school  district,  but  in  no  case  shall  the  number  of  equal  payments  be  fewer  than  five. 

Any  such  town  acquiring  membership  in  an  existing  regional  school  district  shall 
receive  a  grant  based  upon  a  percentage  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  such  town  to  the 
regional  school  district.  The  percentage  to  be  applied  against  such  amount  shall  be 
the  greater  of  (1)  the  percentage  applicable  to  the  district  as  determined  under 
clause  (b)  of  section  nine  as  though  such  town  were  not  a  member  of  the  regional 
school  district  or  (2)  the  percentage  applicable  to  the  district  as  determined  under 
said  clause  (b)  as  though  such  town  were  a  member  of  the  district. 

The  grant  shall  be  paid  to  such  town  in  equal  annual  payments  over  the  same 
number  of  years  during  which  such  town  is  required  to  pay  the  amount  of  its  admis- 
sion, as  specified  in  the  amendment  to  the  regional  school  district  by  which  such 
town  was  admitted.  Such  annual  payments  shall  be  certified  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion to  the  comptroller  and  the  state  treasurer  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  such 
certification,  pay  to  such  town  the  amount  due  from  any  funds  which  have  been  ap- 
propriated for  the  payment  of  annual  payments  to  cities,  towns,  counties  and  regional 
school  districts. 

In  instances  where  the  board  determines  that  enlarged  or  additional  facilities  are 
required  in  an  existing  regional  school  district  to  accommodate  students  of  a  town 
acquiring  membership  in  said  existing  regional  school  district  under  this  section,  any 
construction  grant  awarded  by  the  board  shall  be  based  upon  the  greater  of  (1)  the 
percentage  applicable  to  the  district  as  determined  under  clause  (b)  of  section  nine 
as  though  such  town  were  not  a  member  of  the  regional  school  district,  or  (2)  the 
percentage  applicable  to  the  district  as  determined  under  said  clause  (b)  as  though 
such  town  were  a  member  of  the  district. 

SECTION  2.    Section  14B  of  chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  section  1  of  chapter  650  of  the  acts  of  1960,  is  hereby  further  amended 
by  striking  out  clause  (f)  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  clause:— 
(f)  The  terms  by  which  any  town  may  be  admitted  to  or  separated  from  the  regional 
school  district,  provided,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  admission,  such  terms  shall 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  section  nine  B  of  chapter  six  hundred  and 
forty-five  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  forty -eight,  as  amended. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-NINE 


2.      AN   ACT   RELATIVE  TO  THE  TRANSPORTATION   OF   PERSONS   ATTENDING 
CERTAIN   FACILITIES   OF  THE   DEPARTMENT   OF  MENTAL  HEALTH 


SECTION  1.    Section  twenty-seven  of  chapter  nineteen  of  the  General  Laws  is 
hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  2.    Said  chapter  19  is  hereby  further  amended  by  striking  out 
section  28,  as  most  recently  amended  by  section  3  of  chapter  888  of  the  acts  of 
1970,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  section:— 

SECTION  28.  Whenever  a  mentally  retarded  person  qualifies  for  attendance  at 
an  educational,  habilitational  or  day  care  program  or  facility  of  the  department  of 
mental  health,  and  said  person  is  not  eligible  for  services  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  seventy-one  B,  the  department  shall  provide  for  the  transportation  of  said 
person  to  and  from  such  facility  on  such  days  as  it  is  in  session. 

SECTION  3.  Section  thirteen  of  chapter  seventy-one  B  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
most  recently  amended  by  section  seventy  I  of  chapter  three  hundred  sixty-seven  of 
of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  is  hereby  repealed. 
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IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-NINE 


3.      AN   ACT   FURTHER  REGULATING   INSTRUCTION   IN   PHYSICAL  EDUCATION   IN 
THE   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 


SECTION  1.    Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
section  3,  as  most  recently  amended  by  chapter  150  of  the  acts  of  1966,  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  section:— 

SECTION  3.    Physical  education  shall  be  taught  as  a  required  subject  in  all 
grades  for  all  students  in  the  public  schools  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  physical  well-being  of  such  students.  Instruction  in  physical 
education  may  include  calisthenics,  gymnastics  and  military  drill;  but  no  pupil 
shall  be  required  to  take  part  in  any  military  exercise  if  his  parent  or  guardian  is 
of  any  religious  denomination  conscientiously  opposed  to  bearing  arms,  or  is  himself 
so  opposed,  and  the  school  committee  is  so  notified  in  writing;  and  no  pupil  shall  be 
required  to  take  part  in  physical  education  exercises  if  a  physician  of  good  standing 
certifies  in  writing  that  in  his  opinion  such  physical  education  exercises  would  be 
injurious  to  the  pupil. 
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